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T H E 


AM o ROS MERCHANT; 
OR, 


Intriguing Husband. 


og ER HE Paſſion of Love is multiplied j in- 
to ſuch a Variety of Forms, and 
4 7 8 Votaties divided into ſo man 
9 Claſſes ; its Effects are fo ſtrange, . 
5d ſo different a 1 in * n the 
a Man muſt be as great an 

hr Lo FW, even 1 Ovid Ammer, 
that is, he muſt make it the whole Study and 
Practice of his Life, to be able to treat of it in 
an — anner. Love triumphs over 
Ae n Reaſon, and ſets at Defiance the Wiſ- 
dom of hiloſopher, t e Courage of the He- 

79, the Artifice of the ena, the Avarice 
en Miſer, and the Deyotion of the Hermit. 
ar; Youth nor Age can plead Exemption from 
Ju iel en of the little Deity; and — 


25 erects his Standard, he expects a pa 
and e Spee Whoever refill 7 ks 


Power, 10 0 e the Victim of his Reſent- 


the living Manpment of his own Fol- 
951 bees i 1 0 16ct 5 with a {mores abſolute 
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r than the Grand Juri the FE 
dant-on.chis Will, To at: 
tempt to demonſtrate this by Arguments, wou 

be as uſeleſs as to offe s that the Sun ſhines 
at his meridian Height ; and to illuſtrate every 


ect by Inſtances, would be to 
CE AAR 7 AMankib8.O Till there. 
fore confine myſelf to one Example, and a parti- 
cular Species of this dgmincering Paſſion, as ſur- 


* in = Events it N as the Methods 
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MR. 2 OM is a St in the Ta- 
lian Trade; a Gentleman of. ita in bis Pajn Cha- 
racter 1 0 Dealing, 1 in ** Payments, 
and whoſe, Word, upon | Chat e, Would be REN 
for. 5 n he 9 90 9 $M aß his Re 1 
tation, NEE D leſß E e every Man, 1 
traded in the ort. es 5 © dealt 15 was proud 
of: receiving "his "Orders, "becauſe * he“ was aflured 
his Ca Was Man 'of the ſtticteſt Ho- 
nour, and, that his Remittances,” whether by 
Bills o or! Merehandize, "would be ee agrecable 
to the ules of Hefe 

Tuus, ſtood, 1  Churchman in kis poblick 
Character a a] chat n and if we confidet 
him a8 a bange „all who have the Hap- 
Rem © in the Cite of Bis Friends, ot in the 

OP, of by i e Fre rn him to be 
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Or, Intriguins Huſband.” 5 
portioned, with an exact Symmetry in his Fèa- 
tures, of a tuddy Complexion, and a piercing Eye. 
In ſhort, his Form is in all Reſpects ſo compleat, 
that it would be difficult for the moſt diſcerning 
Eye to diſcover an e e in his 1 
FR 
- In his natural Diſpoſition he is amorous, wind 
his Paſſions apt to take Fire at the Sight of any 
beautiful Object; and as he poſſeſſed ſo many 
Excellencies in himſelf, both of Body and Mind, 
it's no Wonder that the Ladies were always fond 
of his Company, and that few of them could de- 
ny any Favour that could be aſk'd by a Geatle- 
man ſo perfectly accompliſh'd, | 
Bor cho Nature had form'd him for the De- 
light and Pleaſure of the Fair Sex, Fate had put 
a Bar upon his Inclination, and. prevented his 
correſponding with them on any other Terms 
than ſuch as Honour permits. In ſhort, | he was 
married; and though under that Covert he 
might take greater Freedoms than would be al- 
lowed to others not ſo circumſtanced, becauſe 
ſuch Gallantries would only be interpreted as pro- 
ceeding from the Gaiety of his Heart and Com- 
plaiſance to the Ladies; yet he found himſelf 
reſtrained from being particular in his Addreſſes 
to any one, at leaſt in Publick, which, he knew, 
muſt be attended with Scandal as well to the fair 
Object of his kind Regards, as to himſelf; and 
therefore he was under a Neceſſity of managing 
his amorous Intrigues with the utmoſt Privacy. 
For, though he was willing to indulge himſelf 
in the delightful Scenes of Love and Gallantry, 
yet ſach was his Concern for his — 
that he would not, if poſſible, „ it to. be 
Macr'd With the leaſt Blemiſh, 4 
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Tu 1s is the juſt Portrait of Mr. Churchman, as 
near to the Life as I could draw it; which, if the 
Reader bears in Mind, will be a Clue to lead 
him through all the Intricacies and Meanders of 
the following Narrative. And as we have dwelt 
pretty long upon the Character of the Hero, it 
will be expected that we do equal Juſtice to that 
of the Heroine of our Stor. | 

In the Year 1742, the Time when Mr, 
Churchman became acquainted with Melinda, 
ſne was a Widow, the Relict of a Gentleman 
with whom ſhe had lived in all Conjugal Felicity 
for about three Years. At his Deceaſe, ſhe found 
herſelf in Poſſeſſion, not indeed of a very large 
Fortune, yet of a Competency, which, with a 

udent OEconomy, was ſufficient to ſypport her, 
Bat though F ortune was not over liberal in her 
pecuniary Gifts, yet Providence made a rich A- 
mends for this Deficiency, by laying her in a va- 
luable Stock of Youth and Beauty, which, if 
wiſely improved, might be made à noble Fund 
of Happineſs for Life. _ e eee 
ME LINDA Was then in the Bloom of 
Youth, and the Charms of her Perſon were ſo 
engaging that it was impoſſible to vie y her with 
Indifterence. Hier Skin was as fair as the new- 


fallen Snow, her Eyes haſel and ſparkling, and 


every Feature of her Face fine and regular, free 
and eaſy in her Shape and Gait, and all the Li- 
neaments of her Form ſeemed almoſt without 
Exception. lj div. l 

Bur heſides theſe external Perfections, which 
Time will impair, and at length tatally deſtrqy, 
thoſe of her Mind were more excellent, as they 
are not ſubject to the Depredatians of Time of 


rr r noogomn 


Or,  Intriguing Huſband. © 7 
Accident. Her Wit always made her Company 
agreeable, as her Vivacity gave a Spirit to her 
Converſation. God Nature inſtructed her not 
to be too cenſorious of others; and her Know- 
ledge of the Infirmities of her own Sex, taught 
her Pity and Compaſſion to thoſe unhappy Fe- 
males, who, by the deceitful Arts of Men, had 
been deluded to their Ruin. Gay in het Tem- 
r, free and eaſy in her Behaviour, and citcum- 
ive in her Conduct, ſhe was no leſs admired 
by the Men than careſs d by the Women. 
HITHERTO Mr, Churthmdan' and Melinda 
were abſolute Strangers but ſotne Time in the 
Vear 1742, it was his Fortune to fall into the 
Company of ſome Ladies where Melinda was on 
a Viſit in Ci veland Court. The Charms of her 
Perſon, the Sprigbtlineſs of her Wit, and the 
Gaiety of her Humour, ſoon. engaged his Attenti- 
on; he was inſtantly, what Milton ſays of the An- 
gelic Spirits, 4/ Eye, all Ear, all Intellect, all 
Senſe; and this lovely Object had taken ſuch full 
Poſſeſſion of all his Senſes, and his Soul was ſo 
wholly wrapt up in the Contemplation of her 
Charms, that from that Moment he reſolved that 
her Beauty alone ſhould for the future be the Pole 
Star of his Love. £ | 
MELIND A vas not inſenſible of her 
Conqueſt, and perhaps not a little pleaſed to ſee 
, fo fine a Gentleman at her Devotion. But as he 
could not at that Time expreſs his Paſſion more 
explicnly than by Looks; Sighs, -and other dumb 
Tokens, all perfectly intelligible in the Language 
of Love, he reſolv'd to leave nothing unattempted 
that might recommend him to her kind Regard. 
Ix happen d to be a very rainy Night, 66 nem 
| when 


— 
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Shen: the Company broke up, Melinda: took 4 
Chair” to: carry: her Jt] ber Houſe in Fburtern. 
Curt in the Strand. Mi. Churchman moved 
away at the ſame Time; and-followedher :Chair, 
till ſhe was ſet don ab her own Door; | which 
being opened by her Setvant, he followed her 
into the © Houſe, dropping wet with the Rain. 
Melinda, not a little. ſurprized to fee: the ſame 
Perſon ſhe had juſt parted from, again in her 
Preſence in —— am- d- Plight: half drown'd 
with the Fall of the Spouts, deſited to know 
what he meant by this Intrnſion ? As Love had 
brought him ahither Love ſoon furniſhed him 
with Reaſons to pacify: the Lady's Anger, and 
re him a farther Admiſſion. He acknow- 
Jede ged he had inttoduted himſelf very abruptly; 
but "ho d the Neceſſityche::wis under of ſhelter- 
ing himſelf: from — would apologize 
fot any Diſrepect he migbt be guilty of. He 
1 he ſaid, that. Lady, who had 
Hrn him ſo much -Pleaſare by her Converſation 
a little! before, would not now in bis Diſtreſs, 
r the Protection of her Houſe Melin- 
du ſcaree knew what to make of this odd Ad- 
ventute j; but as Mr. Churchman's Behaviour was 
N polite, and his perſonable Appearance 
and teſpecttul Addreſs: beſpdöke hir a Oentle- 
man, ſhe had too much good Natute to deny 
him ſo 4mall a Favour! Hut to prevent any ill 
Conſequences, ſhe ſent for à Lady, Who was 
duſually her Bedſellow, to haſten home, to telieve 
her fle the Perplexity ſhe was under from the 
Beba vieur of a "range Gentleman: who, was 
then with er. 114 betta 5321 10 vt [ft + 
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Or, Hitriguing Huſband. 9 
WIHIZTHRER Mr. Churchman, from this Con- 
deſcenſion in Melinda, perceived that he was not 
wholly indifferent to her, or from a Conſciouſneſs 
of the Graces of his own Perſon, which never 
faild to recommend him to the Fair Sex, or 
from the Reſolution with which Love had inſpt- 
red him, he would not mils fo fair an Opportu-. 
nity of declaring the Paſſion that had taken ſuch 
a ſtrong Poſſeſſion of his Heart, that he found 
his Fate-was wholly in her Power, and that his 
Life or Death depended on the Sentence ſhe ſhould 
pronounce upon him. However, he could not 
perſuade himſelf, that ſo much Beauty and Good- 
neſs, ſo apparently united in her Perfon, could 
harbour ſo much Cruelty as to drive him to the | 
Extremities of Deſpair. 

To this ſudden, and, in a Manner, unexpec- 
ted Declaration, her Anſwer was to. this Effect; 
That their Acquaintance was of ſo ſhort a Date, 
that ſhe had all the Reaſon in the World to be- 
lie ve, that either he was not in Earneſt, and that 
this was no more than a little Gallantry, with 
which he had uſed to entertain the Ladies; or elſe 
that his Deſignsv were not honourable. That 
ſhe was too weltacquainted with her own Imper- 
fections to imagine, that what he was pleaſ- 
ed to call her Beauty, was capable of inſpiring 
him with that Tenderneſs he ſeemed ſo full of. 
That ſo mary Women had been undone by the 


Platteries and Falſities of the Men, that ſhe was 


determined to act with the utmoſt Caution and 
Circumſpection in an Affair that ſo nearly con- 


cerned her Happineſs. That as ſhe was an ut- 


ter Stranger to his Perſon and Circumſtances, ſne 
mutt have more convincing Proofs of his Since- 
ging B | rity. 
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TO The Amorous MERCHANT: 


rity, and of his Capacity to make her happy 
than ſhe had yet ſeen. That Love (commonly 
ſo called) was altogether the Creature of Fancy, 
and as the Fancy varies with every ſucceſſive Ob- 
ject that entertains it, fo does the Love, which is 
under its ſole Direction. That Truth and Con- 
ſtancy are ſo much the very Eſſentials of real 


Love, that it is impoſſible it ſhould exiſt with- 


out theſe neceſſary Qualities, which it can never 
be known to have till proved by long Experience 
and repeated Trials. And, in ſhort, that tho'at 
preſent he might ſee ſomething in her Perſon 
which pleaſed his Fancy, yet, upon a longer 


 Acquaintance, it was highly probable, he would 


diſcover ſo many Faults and Imperfections in her, 
that he-would even curſe his own Blindneſs and 
Indiſcretion, that did not ſuffer him to diſcern 
them before. And therefore, that ſhe ſhould be 


guilty of the moſt unpardonable Imprudence, 


| ſhould ſhe give Credit to Profeſſions, which might 


have nothing more for their Foundation than a 

Flight of Fancy, which is of no longer Duration 

than till the next agreeable Object preſent itſelf. 
Mx. Churchman duely weighing every 


Word ſhe ſpoke, could notiperceive any Thing 


in her Anſwer that ſhould diſcourage him from 
urging his Suit; but thought it proper to take 
another Opportunity to explain himſelf more at 
large; and therefore only made this ſhort Reply, 
That it was very true, that the Ladies had been 
great Sufferers by putting too much Confidence in 
the Profeſſions of their pretended Admirers; that 
therefore ſhe could not be too much on her Guard, 


nor examine too ſtriftly into the Characters and 


Pretenſions of her Suitors; that as to his own 
911 | part, 
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part, if he did not make it appear, to her own 
Satisfaction, that he was capable of making her 
happy, even to the utmoſt Extent of her Wiſhes, 
he would forf-it all Pretences to her Favours, and 


immediately deſiſt from troubling her any more 


with his Impertinencies. But if he ſhould be able 
to convince her (as he did not in the leaſt doubt 
but he ſhould) that he was in a Capacity to 
place her in a Situation above the Reach of En- 
vy; and that there was nothing within the Com- 
paſs of her Ambition, but what was'in his Pow- 
er to provide for her, he had ſo much Confi- 
dence in her Generoſity, that he perſuaded him- 


ſelf ſhe would not make him miſerable by re- 


fuſing the Tenders of his unfeigned Love; and 
defired ſhe would give no farther Credit to his 
Words; than his Actions ſhould be a Proof of 
his Sincerity : And begged that ſhe would ſu- 
ſpend her Reſolution till their next Interview, 


which he entreated might be the next Evening, 


when he would clear up every Doubt, and give 
her ſuch Demonſtrations of his Truth and Sin- 
cerity, that, he hoped, would diſſipate all her 
Fears and Jealouſies of his ſiniſter Deſigns. Hav- 
ing fo ſaid, riſing from his Seat, he gently preſs- 
ed her Lips, and, with a Fondneſs in his Eyes 
that ſpoke the Ardour of his Paſſion, more ex- 
preſſively than a thouſand Proteſtations cquld 
do, he took his Leave. | 

 MELINDA ſoon afterwards retired to 
her Chamber to ruminate on this ſtrange Ad- 
venture. A Multitude of Thoughts came croud- 
ing into her Mind. She could not conceive 
who this Gentleman ſhould be; yet by his Fi- 
gure, Dreſs, and _ Behaviour, ſhe judged 
hes a = he 
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he was of ſome Quality ſuperior to the com- 
mon Rank; and, if ſo, that his Courtſhip would 
not proceed upon honourable Terms. But, ſaid 
ſhe again to herſelf, why ſhould I diſtruſt the 
Power of my Charms? Are there not many In- 
ſtances to be produced of Men of Fortune and 
in high Life, who have fallen in Love with 
Beauties in an humble Station? And who knows 
but my Lover may be! ſome illuſtrious Member 
in our National Aſſembly ? Or perhaps he is 
ſome Favourite at Court, who, having'taken a 
Diſtaſte to the ſickly Beauties to which his Eyes 
have been conſtanily uſed, has reſolved to vary 
the Scene, and pleaſe his Fancy in lower Liſe, 
Thus, bet ween the Hopes of enlarging her Hap- 
pineſs, and the Fear of being deceived. to her 
Ruin, ſhe ſpent the Night, And found no End, 
in wandering Mazes loſt. 

PuNCTUALITY is the very Life and Soul of 
Credit, and the moſt invaluable Ingredient in the 
Character of a Merchant, nor is it leſs eſteem- 
able in a Lover; Mr, Churchman was both, and 
therefore under a double Obligation to be exact 
to his Appointments; and we may be ſure he 
did not fail in the firſt he made to this Lady. 
He waited on her the next Evening as. he had 

romiſed ; ſhe received him indeed with an af- 
tected Air of Indifference and Unconcern, yet 
her Spirits *were all in a Flutter ; Hope and 
Dread alternately poſſeſſed her Mind; and Cu- 
riofity, which had been long on the Stretch, and 
given her unexpreſſible Uneaſineſs, expects to be 
relieved by the Diſcloſure of this! important Scene. 
Mr. Churchman does not keep her long in Su- 
pane; but with all the Ardour the Violence of 
his 
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his Paſſion had inſpired him with, he pours out his 
Soul in Vous of everlaſting Love and Conſtancy 
proteſts that the Needle ſhall ſooner deviate from 
its Inclination to the Pole, the glorious Lumi- 
naries of the Heavens ſtart from their Orbs, 
and Nature be changed from its ſtated Courſe, 
er Falſity or Inſincerity ſhould be blended 
with the Purity of his Profeſſions and the Up- 
rightneſs of his Intentions. That he laid him- 
ſelf, and his whole Fortune, which was not 
inconſiderable, at her Feet, and only begged 
that ſhe would condeſcend fo far, as to think 
them worth her Acceptance, at leaſt not to re- 
jet them with Contempt; for her Scorn was 
the greateſt Evil he dreaded, as her favourable 
Regard was a Happineſs he eſteemed. preferable 
to the greateſt Felicity this World can afford. 
That her Charms had made ſuch an indelible 
Impreſſion on his Soul, that nothing but Death 
could efface. Entreated, that ſhe would not 
oblige him to drink off the black and deadly 
Draught of Deſpair, when it was in her Power 
to give him Life and Spirit with a ſingle Drop 
of her rich Cordial of Hope, which it would be 
a moſt meritorious Act of Charity to diſpenſe 
to one who mult be ever miſerable w ithout it. 

MELINDA gave great Attention to this 
laboured Harangue ; but as ſhe was no Novice 
in the Affairs of Love, and knew how ready our 
modern Gallants are at ſuch kind of Speeches, 
when at the ſame Time they ſecretly, meditate 
the worſt of Miſchiefs to the Fair Ones who are 
credulous enough to believe them, anſwered. bim 
to this Effect: I have lived long enough in the 
World to know, laid ſhe, that but liitle Credit 


is 
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is to be given to the Proteſtations of Men ; like 
Cowards, they attack us in a Part where they 
know we are capable of making the leaſt De- 
fence ; they imagine that Vanity is our prevail- 
ing Paſſion, and there they play their ſtrongeſt 
Battery; when they have the moſt ' pernicious 
Deſigns againſt our Peace and Happineſs, they 
endeavour to doſe us with their Opiates of Flat- 
tery, that ſo we may not be ſenſible of our Ru- 
in till we are involved in it paſt Recovery ; if 
we are tolerably handſome we are immediately 
transformed into Goddeſſes; and if we have Wit 
enough to make us a little pert, what Wonder 
and Aſtoniſhment does it raiſe in our wiſe Admi- 
ters ! But certainly you pay but a very indiffe- 
rent Compliment to our Underſtandings if you 
imagine us capable of digeſting ſuch groſs Ab- 
ſurdities. I muſt own indeed that your Succeſs 
is but too plain an Argument of the juſtneſs of 
your Opinion, though it can never be a Juſtifica- 
tion of your Practice. But, after all, what are 
the mighty Conqueſts you ſo much boaſt of ? 
Are they, in general, worthy that Superiority 
of Senſe and Reaſon you value yourſelves fo 
much upon? Are Infancy and Inexperience, 
thoughtleſs Innocence and unguarded Virtue, the 


fitteſt Objects for the Diſplay of your ſurprizing 


Talents in Stratagem and Deceit? For it is on 
this weak and indefenſive Part of our Sex that your 
Wiles are employed, and againſt which the — 
of your Attillery is directed. But how ſeldom do 
you triumph when Experience guards the For- 
treſs, and Maturity of Judgment ſtands Centi- 
nel to watch your Approaches ; When Virtue 
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is vigilant to give Notice of your Deſigns? One 
who has been already married, which indeed 
is my Caſe, knows, that there are other Ingre- 
dients required to make up the Happineſs of a 
Woman, beſides the Love of a Man, be it ever 
ſo ſincere and well atteſted. Your Eloquence 
therefore is loſt on one who can diſtinguiſh be- 
tween Words and Actions; let your Bait be 
ever ſo finely gilded, I hope I ſhall have Pene- 
tration enough to diſcern the Hook prepared for 
my Deſtruction. | 
Maran, ſaid he, I am perfectly convinced 
of the Truth of all you have ſaid; Men are too 
apt to take Advantages of the Foibles and In- 
adyertencies of the Fair Sex, which I muſt own 
is a very ungenerous Proceeding ; I look upon 
ſuch Impoſitions with Horror and Deteſtation, 
and ſuch who are guilty of them as the Peſts of 
Society. I am. a Stranger to all thoſe Arts that 
are diſingenuous: Honbur is my Profeſſion, 
which I eſteem a Jewel of ſuch ineſtimable 
Value, that I hope I thall never ſurvive the Loſs 
of it. In me, Madam, you ſee a Man who 
never could be juſtly charged with falſifying 
his Word, and whoſe Word only, is reckon- 
ed, by the moſt opulent Merchants in London, 
as good a Security as the Bank itſelf, for Thou- 
ſands, more than I think it neceſſary to men- 
tion at this Time. Not that I imagine Riches 
the only Qualification a Lady ſhould require in 
a Lover, which inſtead of complimenting her 
Underſtanding, one could ſay nothing worſe to 
degrade it; but to ſatisfy my Charmer, that, 
though I ſhould be ſo unhappy as to be thought 
deſtitute of every other Merit, yet that Wealth, 
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Death depended abiolutely on her Will, he 
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that neceſſary Fuel to keep Love alive when 
it is once kindled, is not wanting. | 
So ſaying, he threw himſelf at her Feet, and 1n 
the moſt paſſionate Exprefſions, proteſted he 
would never riſe from the Place where his Knees 
were fixed, till by ſome kind Look or Word, 
ſhe beam d tho it were the ſmalleſt Ray of Hope 
on his deſponding Soul. 
ME LIND A, not in the leaſt ſurptized 
at the Extra vagance of his Behaviour, ſedately 
told him, that his Paſſion was too impetuous, 
ſhe feared, to be laſting; that mutual Love, 
which alone could create mutual Happineſs, 
myſt be the Reſult of cool Deliberation, a Si- 
militude of Tempers and Inclinations, and a 
Return of endearing Offices ; that if his Profeſſi- 
ons were real, and he was that Man of Honour 
he had repreſented himſelf, ſhe expected other 
Proofs of it than mere verbal Proteſtations ; 
and till ſhe had that Satisfaction, ſhe defired ho 
be excuſed from explaining herſelf any farther. 
MR. Churchman perceiving by her Anſwer, 
that ihe had given him all the Encourdgement 
he could sealonably expect, ſtarted up, and 
catching hold of her Hand, preſſed it eagerly to 
his Mouth, and, with a languiſhing Fondneſs 
in his Eyes, aſſured her, that as ſhe had conde- 


ſcended to point out to him the Means of his 


Succeſs,” he would ſoon give her ſuch convincing 
Proofs of his Sincerity, that ſhe ſhould not have 
the leaſt Room to call in Queſtion: either his 
Veracity or his Honour, After repeating his 
Aſſurances of Fidelity, and that his Life or 


took 
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took his Leave. The next Day ſhe recelved 
ftom him the following Letter. of 


DEA LA DT, e 
„R ͤ Moment a Man becomes a Lover, 


be , in a Manner, loſt to himſelf, and 
© all the World. He has no longer the Com- 
© mand of his Thoughts, Words, or Actions; 
Love is ſuch an Engroſſer, that he grudges 
every Moment that is ſpent in Buſineſs, or 
the Cares of the World; Concerns of the ut- 
moſt Moment muſt give Place to his Intru- 
fron; vain is our Attempt to drown him in 
©. Wine, of the flowing Bowl; he emerges with 
the Return of Sobriety, and attacks us with 
greater Violence than ever; he laughs at our 
Folly wine hs reſolve to baniſh him from 
© our Thoughts by Sleep, for no ſooner do we 
*-clote our Tied, but the Fancy is crowded 
wich Ideas of ghe lovely Object. My Friends 
© always cfteem@ me as a chearful and ſociable 
Companion; but alas, how ſtrange is the 
Reverſe! For laft Night, when J retired 
* from-your dear Preſence, I went to a Club 
* of them, Gentlemen of the ſame Humour 
* with myſelf, free and communicative,” and 
* who mect together in an Evening to relax our 
* Minds after the Fatigues of the Day: I far 
* down among them, took my Glaſs in Turn, 
* faid nothing, at leaſt nothing to the Purpoſe, 
and the few-Sentences that eſcaped from me, 
Were ſo broken and incoherent, that any one 
might cafily percrive, my Thoughts were 
* employed upon ſome Obſect very different 
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from any Thing then before me; ſo that to 
prevent any ungrateſul Queſtions, which I 
was ſenſible my odd Behaviour might oblige 
me to anſwer, I took an abrupt Leave, and 
went Home. 
Nov, Madam, I leave you to judge, by 
this Deſcription of my Condition, whether I 
: Shave not all the Symptoms of Love upon 
me; and if ſo, whether you do not think it 
is high Time to apply a Remedy? It is true, 
I have not conſulted any of the Faculty, from 
a certain Perſuaſion, that it is not in the Po w- 
er of all their Drugs to give me Relief. It is 
„ ſaid, that, to have a good Opinion of the 
Poctor, is a good — towards the Cure. 
Permit me then, fair Doctreſs, to apply to 
you, whom I am well aſſured, are not only 
perfectly ecquainted with the Natute of my 
Diſtemper, but have an inſallible Recipe, that 
will certainly reſtore me to myſelf, my Bu- 
ſineſs, and my Friends again. Vour Patient 
ſhall wait on you in the Evening, when (he j 
is in great Hopes) you will uſe. him with þ 
that Gentleneſs and tender Concern which his ; 
melancholy Condition may entitle. him to: 
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I am, 
Dear Lav Y, 
with the utmoſt Truth and Sincerity, 
* Tour mbſt devoted humble Servant, 
= 5 Ja. CHUR Cy MAN, 
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Now, will the Reader believe, that this 
ſame Mr. Churchman, who is ſo violently in 
Love with this Lady, who courted her upon 
honaurable Terms, and with a View, as he aſ- 
ſured her upon, all Occaſions, to make her his 
lawful Wife, was at that very Time a married 
Man, and had been ſo for many Years before? 
And can any one imagine, that he ſhould carry 
on this Courtſhip for two Years together with- 
out a Diſcovery? Yet this was really the 
Caſe ; and by the Method he took to keep 
it ſtill a Secret, it might have remained ſo 
much longer, had not an Accident brought 


the Whole to Light; as will be explained 


hereafter. 


Bur to return to eur Lover, who was 
punctual to his Promiſe, and in the Evening 
preſented himſelf before her, and again renew- 
ed his Vows and Solicitations, which it is 
needlefs to repeat, as the Language of Lovers 
has but little Variety in it after their firſt 
Declaration. Let it ſuffice to ſay, that he 
hardly let a Day paſs, without giving her a 
Letter or his Company, and not unfrequent- 
ly both; and this with ſo much Afduity 
and Application, that at laſt Melinda began 
to entertain a Liking for him, and even to be 
ſond of his Converſation ; for both his Perſon 
and Behaviour, his Senſe and Underſtanding 
were ſuch as ſhe could have no Exception to. 
Her only Demur was, that, by all her Wit 
and Dexterity, ſhe could get no other Account 
either of his Chara&er or Circumſtances, than 
what he was pleaſed to give her. He told her 
indeed, that he lived at Lewiſbam, where he 
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had a large real Eftate, and was worth at 


hundred thouſand Pounds in the Stocks and 


Funds, but not a Word of his being a Mer- 


chant, and that he carried on a large, or, in- 
deed, any Trade into Foreign Parts. But 
what gave her the greateſt Reaſon to ſuſpec 
his Veracity was, his affuring her, that 
whenever he parted from her, though very 
often late at Night, he went directly to Leu 
7/bam, which ſhe could not reconcile to Rea» 
ſon, eſpecially when it happened in the Depth 
of Winter, or in dark Nights and bad Weather. 
To fatisfy herſelf in a Matter, which ſhe right- 


Ty judged was very material, after he had ta- 


ken his Leave of her, very late, and in a dark 
and rainy night, ſhe has often ſent her Servant 
after him, to watch his Walks, and to obſerve 
what Houſe he lodged himſeif in. This he 
was aware of, and concerted his Meaſures ac- 
cordingly ; for he always took into ſame 


Tavern or Publick Houſe, that had a Paſſage 


through it into another Street, and ſo eluded 
the Purſuit. This ſtrengthened her Suſpici- 
ons, that all was not right, and that heck 
was a Snake lurking in the Graſs which might, 
ſome Time or other, ſting her mortally when 
ſhe was leaſt upon her Guard. This occaſi- 
oncd many Quarrels and contentious Diſputes 
between them, to that Degree, that every now 
and then they came to an open Rupture, and 
very angry Letters paſſed between them for 
ſeveral Days together. Then he would come 
again, and in the Condition of an humble 
Penitent, throw bimſelſ proſtrate on the Floor, 


and in that P. ure e continue ſometimes. for an 
Fits Hour 
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Hour together, earneſtly ſupplicating her Par- 
don and (Reconciliation, 'proteſting, if ſne ab- 
ſolutely refuſed it, to die at her Feet; yet if 
he happened to hear any Body coming down 
the Stairs, he would jump up in a Moment, 
and very calmly feat himſelf in a Chair by 
her. | 1 Vi 2 1960 
Bur what gave her more Uneaſineſs and 
Trouble than any Thing yet mentioned, was, 
his jealous Humours. For, when he thought 
he was ſecure of his Conqueſt, he began ts 
preſcribe Rules for her Conduct and Behavi- 
our, and would not permit her to keep any 
Company, if he could help it, but ſuch as he 


ſhould approve; and when ever he found ſhe .. 


act ed contrary to his Order (of which he was 
ſure to be informed by his Spies, who kept a 
ſtrict Eye upon all her Actions) ſne immed i- 
ately had a Letter from him full of Anger 
and Reſentment. But as he could not be al- 
ways with her himſelf, nor bear that any other 
ſhould keep her Company, he bethought 
himſelf of an Expedient to divert her, which 
would not only prevent her Thoughts from 
wandering after other Objects, but be a pretty 
Amuſement to employ her many leiſure 
Hours; this was, by giving her a Theme 
or Subject to write upon, which ſhe was to 
throw into as many Lights as her Wit and 
Ingenuity could imagine. This ſhe- was to 
prepare againſt his next Viſit, when his criti- 
cal Examination of it made a good Part of their 
Converſation for that Evening. . 
In this Manner was this famous Courtſhip 
carried on for the ficſt two Years,” ſometimes 
"0 with 
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with a ſerene Skie, and baſking in the warm 
Sunſhine of Love, and at other times toſſed in a 
Sea of tumultuous Paſſions, Jealouſies, and 
querulous Altercations. Melinda was {till uneaſy 
that ſhe could know no more of her Lover's Cir- 
cumſtances, and he as careful to keep her in Ig- 
norance; he aſſured her he was a Batchelor, and 
ſhe had no Opportunity to convict him of the 
Falfity, till a mere Chance put it in her Power 
to unravel the whole Myſtery. This happened 
at a Viſit he had paid her, when, having taken 
ſeveral Papers out of his Pocket to look over, 
which related to his Affairs in Trade, at his 
Departure, put them up again, but doing it 
ſome-what haſtily, he dropt one of them. When 
he was gone, Melinda, on examining the Con- 
tents of it, found it to be a Policy of Inſurance 
for a Ship then at Sea, in the Name of, N. T. 
Proprietor of her- Cargo, which he had lately 
Inſured. This was as plain as Demonſtration 
covld make it, that her Lover was a Merchant, 
and that he had hitherto appeared to her under 
the Diſguile of a wrong Name. * 
. MELIND A was exceedingly pleaſed at 
this luckly Accident, and having got hold of the 
Clue, reſolved to unwind the whole Bottom. 
Accordingly {he enquired of a Merchant of her 
Acquaintance whether he knew ſuch a Gentle-_ 
man, calling him by his Name, and whether 
he had ever ſcen him upon Change? Her Friend 
told her, that he knew him very well, that he 
was a Merchant of great Note, and that he was 
the largeſt Dealer in the Talian Tiade of any 
Man in Landon. She then aſked him if he 
knew whether he had any Family, and where 
| he 
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he lived. His Anſwer was; that he had a Wife, 
but no Children, and that he lived in a very hand- 
ſome Houſe in Hand- alley without Biſbopſ 
„ 
M ELIN A had now all the Information 
ſhe wanted; but who can conceive the Vio- 
lence of her Paſſion when ſhe found herſelf be- 
trayed and -deceived in ſo baſe a Manner! nei- 


ther could ſhe forgive - herſelf her own Folly 


and Indiſcretion in ſuffering herſelf to be amuſ- 


ed with the fine Speeches and paſſionate: Ad- 
dreſſes of ſo vile an Impoſtor. But what Re- 
medy ? None, but what lay in her Tongue, a 
Weapon ſhe had a perfect Command of, and 
was determined to exerciſe it upon him, with 
all the Virulence of an enraged and diſappointed 
Woman. | [1 gau bag 980 
W1THovT heſitating a Moment, ſhe went 
directly to his Houſe, and upon enquiring for 
him, he appeared. But how great was his Sur- 
prize, how manifeſt his Shame and Confuſion, 
when he beheld a Lady, whom he as little ex- 
peed as defired to ſee in that Place! How- 
ever, as he was a complete Maſter in Diſſimu- 
lation, he preſently aſſumed a ſerene Countenance, 
and deſired her to walk into a Room. She did 
ſo, and had the grating Mortification to fee his 
Wife. But prudently conſidering that that was 
not a proper Time not Place to give a lgoſe to 
her Indignation, ſne only told him, that being 
informed he was concerned in the Talian Trade, 
and as ſhe had ſome Effects coming from thence 
in a Ship which had been ſome Time miſſing, 
ſhe had a Mind to inſure. them; and pulling 
his own Policy out of her Pocket, ſaid, the had 
| 2 wrote 


Gathering of the Clouds, a terrible Storm was 


ter to ſtand an Engagement in the open Field, 


Ming Heart, to the Place of Action; where 
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wrote in that Paper the Particulars of her Effects, 
and entreated him to get her a Policy for them. 
He received the Paper, and aſſured her he would 
ſerve her in the Affair. Upon which ſhe took, 
ber Leave, promiſing to walt on him again ve- 
ry ſhortly, to receive his further Inſtructions. 

Mx. Churchman ſoon perceived, that by the 


approaching; to weather which, and eſcape a 
Sbipwreck, would require all bis Dexterity and 
the moſt exquiſite Management. He was ſen- 
fible his Honour was at Stake, and that ſhould 
the, World be made acquainted with his-difin- 
genuqus Proceedings in this Affair, it would be 
aStain in his Character not eaſily eraſed. He knew 
too, that he had affronted Melinda in the higheſt 
Degree, and impoſed upon her in a Point, an 
Injury in which that Sex are the leaſt capable 
of forgiving, that of Love. He found himfelf 
reduced to this unavoidable Dilemma, either 
boldly to face the Enemy, and ſtand the Fury 
of her Fire, or quit the Field of Battle, and 
{link away like a Coward and Runagate. Have 
ing thetefore duly weighed every Conſidetation 
in the Balance of Reaſon,” he thought it was bet- 


than ſuffer himſelf 10 8 n in his N 
— | 


'ACCORDINGLY he c wo with a'trem-' 


he found Melinda. ready to receive bim; not in- 
deed with her uſual Gaiety and obliging Com- 
plaifance, but nh a Lour in her Lock that ful 
ly expreſſed. the different Paſſions with- which 
her Soul was agitated. How dare you; faid 
$3014 ſhe, 
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ſhe, (without giving him Leave to ſpeak) appear 
in my Preſence, after ſo notorious Abuſe of my 
Condeſcenſion and good Nature? Where is the 
Honour you ſo much valued yourſelf upon? 
the Veracity you boaſted of ? Your Vows, 
your. Qaths, your Proteſtations? Is there the 
leaſt Veſtige of Truth to be traced in theſe, 
which you have ſo profuſely laviſhed in your 

perfidious Addreſſes from the Beginning of your 
odious Courtſhip to this very Hour? What 
Reparation can you make for the Injuries you 
have done me? I mightlong ago have been happy 
in the conjugal Careſſes of a Man of Worth and 
Integrity. What evil Star reigned at my Birth, 
that deſtined. me to be thus cajoled to my Ruin? 
Why am I treated in this baſe and ignominious 
Manner? To what End or Purpoſe have you 
taken all this Pains to deceive me? Could the 
moſt inveterate Enemy have uſed me worſe than 
you have done, under the glozing Profeſſions 
of Love and Tenderneſs? The vicious Liber- 
tine that robs the harmleſs Maid of her Honour, 
has at leaſt the Pretence of gratifying his irre- 
gular and lawleſs Appetite; but you have not 
£ven this Pretence, weak and wicked as 1t 1s, 
becauſe you know yourſelf under an abſolute 
Incapacity (as you was already married) to per- 
form the Promiſes you perfidiouſly made me, 
——Hence be gone — nor longer plague 


me with the Sight of a Wretch, ſo odious and 
deteſtable! O that I had the Eyes of a Baſilisk, - 
that I could ſtrike thee dead with a Look! 
Here Paſſion choaked her farther Utterance, 
which yet ſhe continued to expreſs by wringin 
hor Hands, tearing of her Hai, famping wit 
| Wh 
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her Feet, Weeping, with all the Tokens of 
the moſt exaſperated Reſentment, until her 
Spirits being quite exhauſted, ſhe ſunk down 
in a Chair, her Breaſt ſtill heaving, agitated 
with the Violence of her Paſſion. 

Ms. Churchman, knowing that a Storm. is 
always ſucceeded by a Calm, and that it 
would be in vain to attempt to ſtop the Tor- 
rent of her Rage, gave no Interruption to the 
Courſe of it, but patiently waited till it aba- 
ted of itſelf. When he perceived ſhe was 
filent, he thus began : My dear Melinda, 1 
muſt own you have Reaſon for your Re- 
proaches. I muſt confeſs too, that I have 
ated ſomewhat inſincerely in paſſing myſelf 
upon you for what I really was not. Your 
Anger is juſt, and T ſtand ſelf-condemned of all 
the Injuries of which you accuſe me, unleſs 
the Reaſons which T have to plead in my 
Juſtification ſhall be allowed ſufficient to ex- 
cuſe me. That I have a Wife, is moſt true; 
but at the fame Time J muſt declare, the is 
very antient and infirm, and fo afflicted with 
a Complication of Diſtempers, that it is im- 
poſſible, in all human Probability, that her 
Life can be of much longer Continuance. It 
was in the Proſpect of her ſpeedy Mortality 
that T made my Addreſſes to you; it was 
for this Reſon ar T aſſumed a fictitious Name, 
and. concealed 'my Family and Circumſtances 
from your Knowledge. If I have deceived you, 
it was with a Deſign to ſurprize you with a 
new, and unexpected Scene of Happineſs, when 
the critical Time for ſuch a Diſcovery was ar- 
rived. But your reſtleſs Curioſity has diſcon- 
| certed 
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certed thoſe Meaſures which Prudence dictated, 
and which muſt have been attended with the 
moſt happy. Conſequences both to yourſelf 
and me, had you {till remained ignorant of what 
I took ſo much Pains to conceal. However, 
even now, if you would moderate your Paſſion, 
and let Reaſon take Place, I am perſuaded that 
what I have to offer, is not unworthy of your 
Conſideration. It is my Intent and full Reſolu- 
tion, which I will verify by an irrevocable 
Deed, to make a very handſome Proviſion for 
you, if you will continue ſingle to the Death 
of my Wife; and when that Event happens, I 
will, with your Content, become your lawful 
Husband. This was my Deſign; and which I 
ſhould certainly have accompliſhed in due Time, 
had you never known a Syllable of what you 
have ſo unluckily diſcovered. | - 

ME LIN A, having by this Time a lit- 
tle recovered her Spirits, yet not cool enough 
for ſedate Reflection, told him ſhe was aſtoniſh- 
ed at his uncommon Aſſurance, that after ſo 
palpable a Conviction of fo much Baſeneſs, In- 
gratitude, and Treachery, he believed , ſhe 
could entertain a Propoſal of any Kind, from a 
Man who had dealt ſo perfidioufly with her, 
from the firſt Moment of their Acquaintance. 
For two Vears, added ſhe, have I been lulled 
aſleep, and my Fancy pleaſed with an Elyſium 
of Joy to come, but am at laſt awakened to 
Scenes of Horror, and the Sight of a Monſter, 
who, under the Pretence of an inviolable At- 
tachment to my Perſon; has been acting the Part 
of : a Devil, and meditating my Ruin. —— Fly, 
et: eg 1% D 2 avoid 
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avoid my Preſence, leſt my juſt Revenge ſhould 
prompt me to ſome raſh Action. 

WILL, Madam, ſaid Mr. Churchman, ünce 
your Paſſion will not at preſent, permit your heark- 
ening to more moderate Counſels, I will take 
my Leave, and wait on you at a more favou- 
rable Opportunity, when, it may be preſumed, 
your Reaſon has reſumed her Charge, and you 
have had Leiſure to entertain mote eue 
Reflections. 

Wurd he was gone, Melinda began E 
ouſly to reflect on her preſent. unhappy Situa- 
tion, She conſidered that ſhe had: indulged his 
Viſits ſo long, and his Intimacy with her was fo 
well known among all her Acquaintance, that 
ſhe had but little Reaſon to expect Overtures of 
Marriage from any other Gentleman of Fortune. 
As therefore her Proſpe& of advantageous Of- 
fers from any other Quarter began tb leſſen, ſo 
her [Reſolution entirely to diſcard Cburchman 
proportionably diminiſhed. After mature Deli- 
beration, ana mach Perplexity of Mind on fo eri- 
tical an Affair, ſhe at laſt concluded. to give mm 
a calm Hearing at his next Viſit. 

Ir was not long before Mr. Charchman again 

aid his Reſpects to his angry Miſtreſs; He had, 
in the Interval of his Abſence; ſuffered a good 
deal of Anxiety in his Mind, as well on Account 
of the Slur which this T ranſaction would bring 
upon his Character, ſhould it be blown, as the 
Uneaſineſs it would occaſion in his own Fami- 
ly; for be did not know but Melinda, in the 
Height of her Reſentment, might, out of mere 
Revenge for the Affront he had offered her, ex- 


pole: him among hig Friends, He was there- 
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fore determined to come, if poſſible, to Terms 
of Pacification with het, and purchaſe Peace All 
moſt at any Rate. With theſe Thoughts and 
Reſolutions in his Head, he once more pteſented 
himſelf before her, yet doubtful of his Succeſs, 
and anxious for the Iſſue. | 

Mapau, aid he, at his firſt Ax roach '# 
a poor Delinquent, even after the N has 
paſſed Sentence upon bim, has the Liberty 3 
petitioning the Throne for Mercy, I hope y. 
will not deny me the ſame Privi ege. I am 
humble Hopes, that by this 'Time, you ha 
reconſidered my Caſe, and that m Etime is not 
fo enormous but it may admit of ſome Mitiga- 
tion. My Offence, it is true, is great, yet if 55 
is any Satisfaction within the Compa 2 of wy 


Ability, you may be aſſured to e it. If 


thing leſs than my Life will compenſate for the 
Injury, J readily yield the Sacrifice; but do not 
baniſh-me your Preſence, which will be worſe 
than Death itſelf, Make your own 'Terms for 
a Reparation of the Wrongs I have done you. 
Diſperſe that Cloud from your angry Brow ; 
Severity is not natutal to that Countenance, 


"where Pleafantry and good Humour ever reigned, 


There is a greater Pleaſure in extending Mercy 
to the Penitent than in taking a rigorous Revenge 
Ter Injuries received. 


'PeRHars, replied Milinds, you are of the 


Opiaios of the common Debauchees of the Age, 


that affirm there is no Crime, as they find but 
little Difficulty, in — a weak ſilly Wo- 
appineſs, and Prof- 


perity are Things of too trifling a Concern to 
Lame. their Pleaſures, how looſe rd aban- 


doned 


— — — 
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doned ſoever they be. But let, me tell you, that 
tho. we are but too eaſy in ſuffecing ourſelves to 
be deludeg byr your glozing Flatteries, yet, when 
Woman. of Spirit finds herſelf deceived. and 
1 injured, ſhe is neyer long to ſeek for 
eans to revenge her Wrong. - .Reyenges. did 
I ſay d np, let me call it Juſtice; for What is 
— — gu able, than that... he re rige 
Eayk, does me ,, irreparable. _ 

Foal bs ur wn the utmoſt. Severity 
nd if El 18. Hut of the Reach of the Law, can 
be blamed. fer;endeavouriog! to right myſelf in 
ze beſt Manner 1 AM; gs But ſuppoſe. my 

800d Nature ſhould incline me to accept of 2 
alas; Satisfaction for all, your — 
Dealings with me, , what, can, You prepoſę as f 
tolerable. Compenſation. By this; een 
may eaſily pereeive the Frailty of my; Nature, 
at can put. it in your Power again to deceive 


me. But take . 


is na Fury like a. VWaman ſcorn d. 14. 
My dear Melinda, return d Mr. — oil — 
baſtily, what Thanks, what grateful Acknow- 
legements are due, for this Inſtance of youg;Googd- 
nels and Condeſcenſion in, accepting ſach Sa- 
lisfaction as I am able to make for the injurious 
Treatment of which you ſo, juſtly accuſe me 
And ſuch an Inſtance will I; give of the Since- 
rity: of my Heart; and the Uprightneſs of my 
Intention, as, hall convince you, beyond a 
Poſſibility of Doubt, of the abſolute, Power you 
Rave gained oyer me., I. will inſtantly, conſign 
all my Effects and Concerns in Trade 4 

Land, where. we will go and live together in the 
Keen of all the Pleatures that, Wealh can 
pure baſe, 
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parchaſe. As to my Wife, ſhe" ſhalt remain 
in London, where I will allow her a competent 


Maintenance. 


| No, faid Melinda, that you ſhall' neyer Bo. 
That would be an Act of ſach Injuſtice to your 
Wife, as would be unpardonable in me to coun- 


tenance, and in you to commit. What a To- 
pick of Scandal would this afford the cenſotions 
World to deſcant upon! How ſoon would our 
Story be rhimed in Ballads, and made a Sub- 
ject for Ridicule by every little pert Witling, 
who fancies he has Gall enough to write a 
Satire? No, rather let me return to my origi- 
nal Privacy, to live, as I ever did, innocent, if 
not rich; a Little will content one that has no 
Ambition; I always had Enough, and Super- 
fluities can eafily be ſpared. eons 
Mos excellent Lady, replied Mr. Church- 
man, how charming is your Diſcourſe; every 
Word has the Weight and Importance of an 
Oracle, and leaves a thorough Conviction up- 
on the Mind. You have ſatisfied me that my 
Scheme is not founded on Reaſon or Juſtice, 
and therefore I will think no more of it, but 
com; another, to which, I hope, you will 
have no Exception; and that is, I will conſtant- 
ly furniſh you with ſuch Sums of Money from 
Time to Time as you ſhall think (requiſite, as 
well to defray the neceſſary Expences of Houſe- 
— as to enable you to make à Figute in 
high Life; not a Lady at Coutt or in the Cit: 
ſhall make a more ſplendid Eclat than you; all 
the Diverſions in Vogue you ſhalt partake of; 
and every Thing that can delight or amuſe your 
Fancy ſhall be at your Command; ſo long as 
| my. 
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my Wife remains with me, and after her De- 
ceaſe, you ſhall, ſhare my Fortune in lawful 
Wedlock. | | 

. Tx1s Propoſal, as it flattered a certain Vani- 
ty incident to the Fair Sex, that of attracting 
the Eyes and the Homage of Mankind, and 
making a Figure in Life ſuperior to thoſe who 
before thought themſelves her Equals, or above 
her, met with no diſagreeable Reception. In 
ſhort, by the Power of his golden Eloquence, her 
Anger was diſſipated, and ſhe was prevailed up- 
on to accept the temporary Proviſion which he 
promiſed to make for her. Purſuant to this 
Scheme, a ſpacious Houſe was taken in Blewit's 
Buildings in Fetter-Lane, genteelly furniſhed, 
and Ser vants were hired to wait on her. 

"ALL chis was tranſacted in the Year 1745. 
And now Melinda vies in Richneſs of Dreſs with 
the. moſt opulent of her Sex, ſhines at Aſſem- 
blies, and every Night, one or other of the pub- 


lic Entertainments is honoured with her Com- 


any. And as her Lover had aſſured her he was 
Mater of a very large Fortune, and worth not 
leſs than 100, 000 /. ſhe could not think of lay- 
ing any Reſtraint upon her Inclination, or of 
ſetting any Limits to her Pleaſures ; and as her 
Demands upon him were pretty. frequent as well 
as large, he, in a ſhort Time, began to perceive, 
that a little good Advice was highly neceſſary 
with regard 10 the Regulation of her Conduct. 
But as it was a Point of the utmoſt Delicacy to 
touch upon, be could not perſuade himſelf to 
tell her his Diſlike to. the Meaſures ſhe was pur- 


ſuing; but thinking it would come much bet- 


| ter 
* . - 4 4 7 4 ey - So, 
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ter from one of her own Friends, he wrote to 
him the following Letter, | 


, 

7 A 8 I know you have a very great Eſteem 

for Melinda, I ſhall make no other 
* Apology for giving you this Trouble. 
That poor young Gentlewoman, who is na- 
* turally the beſt, honeſteſt and moſt virtuous in 
* her Inclinations, by the Violence of her own 
© Paſſions, by bad Example and bad Advice, ſeems 
no entirely to have given up all Sentiments of 
* Reaſon and Reflection, and to be very near hur- 
© rying herſelf on to Deſtruction. It would be, Sir, 
© the greateſt Act of Charity, if you and your 
* Spouſe would immediately and without Loſs of 
© Time, give her ſome kind, friendly, and ho- 
© neſt Advice. It would be a Sin ſo much Merit 
© ſhould be ſunk to Perdition for want of a ſincere 
* Friend to adviſe with ; I have done my ut- 
* moſt; but I believe what you ſay would be 
* more regarded. Could you perſuade her to board 
* andlodge in ſome ſober, reputable private Fami- 
ly, where ſhe might have good Company and 
& pood Counſel it would be the'only Means to fave 
her; I am ſure her Relations would pay for it 
« genteelly, - If you will take this Trouble, and 
© ſhould ſucceed, you will have the Satisfaction 
of having done a worthy and a good Action. 


2 I am, S IR, 
1 Nur unknown bumble Servant. 


E E. 
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ME LIN DA“s Friend ſhewed her this 
Letter; but as ſhe was conſcious that ſhe had gi- 
ven herſelf no greater a Latitude in her Pleaſures, 
than was conſiſtent with Innocence, and had 
taken no other Liberties than what Mr. Church- 
man himſelf had indulged her in, and approved, 
by his own verbal Declarations to her, ſhe took 
but little Notice of his literary Advice, 7 
As Mr. Churchman had been at a great deal of 
Coſts and Pains to purchaſe this Jewel, we may 
be ſure he was exceeding vigilant in ſecuring itito 
himſelf, and therefore; no wonder if he grew 
- cautious of expoſing it too much to publick View. 
Melinda had Youtly and Beauty, Charms that 
would naturally engage ber in Temptations, 
which would require more Prudence, than gene- 
rally falls to the Share: of a young Lady in the 
full Perfection of her Bloom, as ſhe was, to dea 
fend herſelf againſt. Mr. Churchman, more ſen- 
ſible of her Danger than! berlelf, took ſeveral Me- 
thods to intimate to ber, how much it behoyed 
her ta be upon her Guard.- The following Let- 
ter, Which contains many grave and . — Ad- 
monitions, was wrote, as he ſays, in Haſte, as 
he was going to ſet out on a long Journey; that 
his Counſel might appear, as proteeding from a 
real Concern for her Welfe res! and not from. any 
Halen of her Conduct. 5 
By r here it ought to tas chleved,) that, to 
prevent any Uſe that might be made of his Let- 
ters to his Diſadvantage, in caſe they ſhould hap- 
pen to miſcarry, he always begun them with Dear 
Sir, and concluded with Ja. Churchman, or ſome 
other fictitious Name. But to the Letter. 


2 2 © DEAR 


wie 4 4 x 
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© DgAR 8IR, 
am hurrying away this Moment; my Fel- 
low - traveller, will not indulge me with 


an Hour longer; ſo that I am fo unhappy 
as to ſet out without taking my Leave, or 


even of digeſting thoſe Thoughts in Writing, 


which JI intended to communicate to you; 
ſo may expect them at my Return, which 
will be as quick as poſſible, may be, in eight 
or ten Days, if I can diſpatch my Affairs at 
Exeter, and not be obliged to go farther ; which 
I ſhall endeavour at. You know how much I. 
eſteem you, and will not impute this to any 
Slight or Neglect. Your Youth and Experience 


call for frequent Advice and Aſſiſtance; and 


as I have ſo much Regard for your Welfare, 
would not leave you a Day, without uſing 
thoſe kind and friendly Offices I have always 
promiſed you, could I avoid it. My Stay will 
be as ſhort as poſſible. In the mean- while, let 
me deſire you to make uſe of the good Senſe. 
you are ſo much Maſter of; be circumſpect in 
your Conduct; do no Action without: firſt 
thinking Whether it will have a good or bad 
Conſequence. The Eyes of all the World are 
wide-open on Perſons of your Age and Station, 
Therefore to Keep up a Dignity and-excellent 
Character in Life, a Man ought to be every 
Moment on the Guard; to Go or do nothing 
worthy of Cenſure; be particularly choice in your 


Company; keep none that are trifling. You 


well know how to pals your Time advantage- 
ouſly, in forming your young Mind. and im- 
tins your Judgment, and making Prepara- 

0 E 2 tion 
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tion for that Alteration, you apprehend, is 
likely ſoon to happen to you. If you fling away 
your Time, which is the moſt valuable of any 
Thing, it will have a fad Reflection; if you 
employ it well, it will be a Blefling to you, and 
a Comfort to your. Friends. Avoid cautiouſly, 
every Thing that is profuſe or expenſive ; before 
you part with a Shilling, think very well how 
difficult it is to get one, You may meet with 
many pretended Friends, who have no other 
Deſign, than to make a Property of you to 
their own Advantage. If you wanted a Penny 
Aſſiſtance, you would ſoon diſcover the Truth 
of what I fay. If you ſuffer ſuch People to lead 
you into Expence, you will diſoblige your real 
Friends, and they will laugh at your Ruin. 
The laſt Supply will be deemed a full Suffici- 
ency for three Months, when you may expect 
another ſuch, and fo on, if it be not your own 
Fault. As to Particulars, I have no Time tb 
explain myſelf, and ſhall only ſay in general, 
that you may depend on what I laſt promiſed, 
and aſſure yourſelf I ſhall be as good as my 
Word, as long as your Conduct is deſerving, 
which I hope will be as long as Life. Pray ex- 


cuſe Haſte, and I ſhall always remain fincerely, 


+ +0. DAR SIN; 
© Your moſt true Friend, and humble Servant, 


Ja. CHURCH MAN. 


On x would imagine, that when Mr. Church- 


man lat down to write this Letter, he was ready 
$...44 8 


" booted 
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booted and fpurred, and his Horſe waiting at the 
Door, and that the Moment he had finiſhed, 
ſealed it up, and given it to the Poſt, he mounted, 
and with his Fellow-traveller, ſet out on their 
Journey. No ſuch Matter; for that very Even+ 
ing he paid a Viſit to his dear Melinda. Whether 
he defigned this as a Scheme to find ont what 
Company ſhe kept, when ſhe might reaſonably 
ſuppoſe he was at too great a Diſtance to give 
her any Interruption ; or whether his Intention 
was, to give her an agreeable Surprize by his ſud- 
den and unexpected Appearance, I know not: 
Melinda, however, took it in the moſt diſadvan- 
tageous Senſe, and rallied him pretty ſeverely » 
on his prying Jealouſy, that would never fu 
either himſelf or her, to enjoy a Moment's Peace. 
However, that ſhe was mightily obliged to him 
for thoſe excellent Leſſons he had given her in his 
Letter, for regulating her Conduct; for to be 
ſure, as ſhe was a young, filly, ignorant Crea- 
ture, and he a Perſon of conſummate Wiſdom 
and Experience, it was an Act of great Conde- 
ſcenſion and Goodneſs in him, to be at ſo much 
Pains in giving her ſuch wholſome Inſtructions. 
That, however, ſhe had Vanity enough to think, 
that ſhe was able to diſtinguiſh, what Company 
was proper for her to keep, and what not. And 
as to the OEconomy, which he ſo earneſtly te- 
commended to her Obſervation, ſhe could not 
charge herſelf with any Extravagance. That it 
was by his Encouragement that ſhe took into a 
gay Life, and if he could not afford to ſupport 
her in it, ſhe would with Pleaſure return to that 
peaceable Obſcurity, from whence he had dragged 
her. And therefore left it entirely to his own Op- 
a ; tion, 
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tion, whether ſhe was to expect a Continuance 
of his Generoſity, or a Declaration of his Ingra- 
titude. 

MR. Churchman was not a little abaſhed at 
theſe home Expoſtulations ; but recollecting him- 
ſelf, anſwered, That when he gave thoſe little 
Cantions in his Letter, he was far from intend- 
ing any Offence or Affront, and he was extremely 
concerned the ſhould put a wrong Conſtruction 
upon his honeſt Meaning; that he had fo great 
a Regard for her Honour and Reputation, that 
be — it his Duty to caution her to be upon 
Her. Guard, eſpecially as the was liable to many 
Snares and Temptations, which would require 
all her Prudence and Virtue to encounter. That 
if his Behaviour diſcovered any Signs of Jealouly, 
the ought to impute it to the Exceſs of his Love, 
which would not ſuffer him to look upon any of 
her Actions with Indifference. Therefore, my 
charming Angel, ſaid he, clear up that Cloud 
from your angry Brow, and let ſmiling Serenity 
reſume its native Place; let me read my Pardon 
in your Eyes, and have it ſealed with a Kiſs of 
your heavenly Lips. . 

- Aur Differences and Diſputes ban thus end- 
ny by this happyꝭ Reconciliation; Love and Har- 
znony ran ſmocthly on in a Stream of uninter— 
upted Foy and Happineſs; and when the ne- 
ceilarv Calls of Bufinets required his Abſence, the 
Vacancy was agreeably ſupplied by an Inter courſe 
of Letters, and mon Exchange of Affection 
and Tendernefs. The following is an Aniwer 
to one of hers of this Kind, in which our Lo- 
wer apptars in a Light in which we have not 
FE eim? nue 7 5 | | f 
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DEAR S1R, 


Received yours, and admire your Elegan- 

cy in writing. I ſee a Struggle between 
Art and Nature; the laſt ſeems, to have the 
— Where is now our boaſted Pre- 
heminence, when our moſt fixed and deter- 
mined Reſolutions are ſtaggered, nay, made 
void by the Glance of an Eye, or a Sentence 
in a Letter? I did not wiſh to have you ſo 


well acquainted with your on Power; but 


I find; you not only know it, but even triumph 
in your Empire, and inſult your Slaves, by 


„Jettiyg them know. their Liberty is irrecovera- 


£c 
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<. bly: loſt : You have Charms: ſufficient to cap- 
tivate the moſt elevated Minds: But with my 


natural Plainneſs and Simplicity, who never 
thought of miſleading you by flattering Spee- 


ches, let me delire you not to rate your Ex- 
cellencies too high. So J have ſeen a Gem of 


great Price, brought into Diſtegard, * an 


over Eſtimation of the Owner. 12 
I is true, I lately thought myſelf my own 
Maſter; now 1 muſt acknowlege the Force 
of your Beauty, but much more of your charm- 
ing Senle, which is a thouſand Times more 
valuable and durable. See how far I am from 


Flattery! You know rarely well how to gain 
Hearts; I have experienced it; I thought 


mine impregnable; now I know my Weak 
neſs. You have the difficult Part to learn yet, 


which is, to preſerve thoſe you have conqher- 
ed, and you think are worth | keeping. This 


is a hard Taſk, when you have to do with 


one of my Complexion, , who has fo; many 


© other 
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other Sort of Calls to divert him from the 
Voice of Love; naturally jealous in thoſe Af- 
* fairs; Ragions, moroſe, full of Cares, and 
f void of thoſe Encearments which captivate 
* your Sex, who are generally ſtruck ' with 
« falſe Shew and outward Appearances, It is 
true, a moſt perfect and ſublime Paſſion of 
Love, Evenneſs of Temper, a conſtant Com- 
* placency, an extreme Modeſty in Behaviour, 
and a moſt conſummate Virtue in all Reſpects, 
* with a regular and good Oeconomy in dome- 
c ſtick Affairs, are irreſiſtible Charms. But alas! 
* where, or why, ſhould fuch. an one as I, ex- 
pect to meet ſo many Perfections united, when 
hardly one of them is to be met with in the 
common Courſe of Life? I, that ſcrutinize 
into the inmoſt Receſſes of the Mind; that 
s- diftra&t myſelf, poſhbly, with falſe Appear- 
< ances; that can bear no Diſappointment ; that 
am outrageous to find myſelf in the leaſt Mi- 
*;ſtake! You will ſay, ſuch an one ſhould pot 
© live, or ſhould live by himſelf, unfit for ſocial 
a: Company, who would pretend to alter the 
Nature of Things: I muſt own 1 am — 
© py, and muſt always be fo. 
When Nature dictates your Writing, how 
© ſweetly flows the Stile: When Paſlion go- 
verns, how biting and poignant are the Ex- 
* preſſions? Pray, when you write again, let 
— er e Love tell you what to ſay. Adieu. 


* Bur tho? for ſome Time, no riding Cloud 
appeared to obſcure or diſturb the * of our 
Lovers Sunſhine; yet at length a Wind 
_ vp a Storm, which "coi wet of 

oft 
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ſbort Continuance, and, like a ſadden Squall at 
Sea, made a great Noiſe while it laſted, but- 
ſoon died away. It happened as Melinda was 
one Evening walking in x Gardens at Vaux-' 
hall, a Lady, not -, the moſt unexceptionable 
Character, and with whom Melinda had but 
a flight Acquaintance, joined her Company.“ 
While they were walking together they were 
met by Mr. Churchman, who ſeemed. vaſtly ſur- 
prized at-the Encounter, for. had he ſeen — in 
cloſe Conference with the greateſt Rake in Town, 
he could not have expreſſed more Aſtoniſhment 3 
which produced the following Letter, n . a 
received from him the next Dy: | 


Dzan S 1R, 


AM ſorry I was fo en e 
much Surprize when I laſt ſaw you. Eve- 

ry ſuch Circumſtance uſed to fire me with 
Madnelss ; but I now begin to get the better 
of it; as there is no ſuch Thing as altering the 
Nature of Things, I would now become my- 
ſelf again, and free my Mind from thoſe Fet- 
ters, which, if continued, muſt drag me on 
to Perdition. What I mentioned in my laſt, 
* was only a friendly Caution, not to keep ex- 
penſive Company. As it was not well taken, 

© I ſhall take no more ſuch Liberties; tis med- 
ling with what don't concern me; I am ſure 
you think ſo, or would not in a Moment have 
* forgot me; and my Advice. But don't mi- 
* ſtake me; I am not for abridging your Di- 
verſions; I have no Controul over you, nor 
2 do 1 defire it. You are certainly Maſter - of 
el F vyourſelf, 
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© yourſelf, and your own Actions, and not ac- 
countable to me for them. You have a Right 
to chaſe what Company, and take what Ad- 
vice you like beſt. Thoſe you confide in, 
'will, I hope, prove your trueſt and real 
Friends, and afford yon the beſt Advice and 
Aſſiſtance. I am ſure it is not in my Power 
to do it. Enjoy the preſent Seaſon, and don't 
confine yourſelf a ſingle Moment, or hinder 

any Recreation on my Account. You have 
Youth and Charms; it would be cruel to have 
them loft. I ſhall be obliged to be often in 
the Country, and my Return uncertain. 
Whenever I call, and ſhould not meet with 
you, ſhall not take it the leaſt amiſs. I men- 
tion this that you may not ſay, I want to keep 
you confined ; I already told you I do not, 
and would have you enjoy yourſelf in the Way 
you like beſt, as undoubtedly you have Friends 
to ſupport it. For my Part, I muſt ſpeak 
' plainly, I cannot, nor will not deceive you 
in an Affair of this Conſequence, If I am 
able and well, about the 22d Auguſt next, I 
- ſhall receive my Rents, and will then endeavour 
to remit you a Sum equal to the laſt, and think 
you may depend on it were I not to ſee you 
till then. My bodily Diforder continues; I 
hope for Relief from Change of Air; that of 
my Mind will be conquered by Abſence and 
Reſolution ; and don't ſay that Abſence will 
be any real Concern to you; for I could not 
—— myſelf to it. To conclude, I al- 
ways wiſhed you well, and always ſhall ; and 
tis my Nature and Inclination to uſe every 
one well, and to be well uſed myſelf. 

Yours, &c. 

Now, 


. . ͤ ̃ͤ ß FTIR 
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Now, whether theſe little Excurſions of Me- 
linda made any great Impreſſion on Churchman's 
jealous Temper, or whether he had a Mind to 
have it always in his Power to bring her to his 
Beck, when-ever ſhe diſcovered an Inclination 
to withdraw. herſelf from him, he, reſolved to act 
upon other Principles than he had done. Hither- 
to he had given her Money, without requiring 
any Account, Note, or Memorandum; but in the 
Year 1745, he bethought himſelf of this. Me- 
thod, viz. whenever ſhe wanted a Supply, he 
ſent her the Sum by a particular Friend, and at 
the ſame Time ſent a promiſſory Note for 
her to ſign as an Acknowledgment that ſhe bor- 
rowed the Money; which he pretended was on- 
ly to ſatisfy. him that his Friend had not deceived 
him; but we ſhall ſoon ſee-what a different Uſe 
Churchman afterwards made of thoſe, Notes 
which in the whole amounted to about 6 645 

In the ſame Year, 1745, Melinda having a 
Deſire to ſee her Friends and Relations in Jre- 
land, Churcbman conſented to the Propoſal, and 
Ppromilec to bear the Expence of her Journey, 
and gave her Leave to draw upon him for what 
Money (he ſhould have Occaſion for while there, 
which it was agreed ſhould be Six Months. But 
before ſhe ſet out, ſhe let her Houſe, and ſold 
the Goods, and in June proceeded on her Jour- 
ney. At the Expiration of Six Months ſhe re- 
turned, and went to a Lodging in Soutbampton- 
Row, Bloomſbury, where Churchman continued 
to viſit and ſupport her as he had done before, 
ſtill aſſuring her he would marry her on the 
Death of his Wife. But Melinda, having ob- 
ſerved that he was very capricious, and eaſilx 

* provoked 
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provoked at any trifling Incident, was willing 
to have ſome better Security for the Perſotmance 
of bis Promiſe than his bare Word, and required 
ſome ſubſtantial Aſſurance under nis own Hand, 
Upon which he immediately wrote this Note. 
London, 5 Nov. 1747. J under written bere- 
y engage myſelf to Melinda, 7 /n 4 Bond dt 
any Time when ever ſhe ſhall requeſt it, obliging 
"myſelf to marry TH Melinda, at any Time 


after the Deteaſt of my N Wi 45 N T. As 
* itunes my Hand, N. T 


AccoxbinerL the next Dey be | dave Nr 
his! Bond in 50, 000 J. Penalty, reciting, that 
bimſelf was a married Man, and had à Wife 
living, who was in a very declining and bad 
Skate of Health, and whoſe: Life was not ex- 
pected to be of long Continuance or Duratio on; 
that he had for ſome Time paſt contraed 'a 
particular Friendſhip and Regard for and with 
Melinda, then a ſiugle Woman; 1 
vheteof he freely and voluntarily offered, - 
ed, promiſed, contracted and agreed with the faid 
« Melinda, that if he ſhould" ſurvive his then Wit, 
he would, within Six Months thereafter, mar- 
ry her according to the Rites, and Ceremonies 
'&f the Church of England, provided ſhe was 
then ready and willing to marry him; which 
Melinda complied with, and promiſed to per- 
form on her Part. Which Bond he executed in 
due Form, and delivered to Melinda. 

NME LIN DA, apprehending herſelf to be 
nde as firm an Engagement to remain ſin 
as he was to marry her on the Death of his Wife, 
- refgſed ſeveral advantageous Offers in Marriage 
"that w were made her; paniculirly: one, of which 


0 Churchman 
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Churchman was acquainted, and intimidated the 
Gentleman from proceeding in his ' Addrefles, 
by Letters, in which he affirmed himſelf to be 
her Huſband, © 
| parc. this was no Fiction l Cr | 
Eine of Oh Melinda, to work upon the Pa 
ons of Mr. Churtbman, in order to ng 
— him forae' more advantagedus 1 * 
— 4 not only becauſe he had already 
er Requeſt to the utmoſt Extent of or 
but likewiſe from 'a Letter, Which the a — 


from her new Lover, 'of which, the following is 
al n exact Trutrrift. 


* ul b wal 
MAD AN, oh 15 


6 ITN CE Tam fo ha 54} 00 whey 
O I, hope to make myſ A pleatly bleſſed 
» anniot; conſiſtent wich the 1 T bear you, 
* abandon the happy Purſuit; therefore I mult 

ueſt the ' Favour of the Ley 10 wait on 
© you, ſince you, 1 fear, think the Honour of 
an Anſwer from your dear Hand too it; 
this Bearer waits the "happy Accent, 
ſhall tell you in Perſon, how os od how 
TR r 0 
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nat affettionately Nur, 
T r'AT this Gentleman was fincere in his Ad- | 
. drefſes to Melinda, and courted her with the ſole 
View of making her his Wife, the could give 
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other demonſtrable Proofs; but that being foreign 
to my Deſign, I ſhall only obſerve, that Mr. 
Oburchman heing perfectly informed, how vigor- 
ouſly the Gentleman preſſed his Suit, and conſi- 
dering at the ſame Time, bow apt the Fair Sex 
are to change their Minds, eſpecially when an 
.agrecable Object flatters them with a better 
Chance, he was. ſo nettled at it, that he never 
reſted until he had entirely broke off that dan- 
'gerous/Correſpandence. | 

So ON after the Execution of the ſaid Bond, 
"Melinda, conſidering that the, promiſory Notes 
"ſhe had given him, for ſeveral Sums of Money 
he had ſupplied her with, till lay againſt her, 
and might ſome Time or other bring her into 
Trouble, and as hz did not 8 as he had of- 


wall: 7 Rs Bon, fry bred 


| ebnen lowed ber Requeſt to be juſt and 
reaſonable; {2 ſaid, he, had þeen ſo very carelels 
of thoſe Notes, that they; were either loſt or mis- 
laid; and that he did not then know: where to 
find them; but to make her eaſy, would give her 
a full Diſcharge, as the thought he did, by the 
following Note. 

I N. J. of Biſhopſgate - ſtreet, London, Mer- 
chant, do hereby make known to them it may con- 
cern, That by theſe Preſents J do entirely give up 
and dijclaim all, and every Right, Pretes ſions 
and Demands whatſever, fromithis Day forward, 
_ aud far ever bez egen upon Melinda, according 

70 for Defire, Nov, 27, 174% N. T., 
Sa al | AFTER 
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Ar rFR this, by Mr. Charchman's Ad- 
vice, ſhe took a large Houſe in Hut hamptun- 


Buildings, Chancery=sLane, at the annual Rent 


of 40/. But afterwards he declining in his Cit- 
cumſtances, a Commiſſion of Bankruptcy, dated 


January 13, 1747, iſſued out againſt him, and 


he was thereupon declared a Bankrupt, and 
his Eſtate and Effects veſted with Aſſignees, 


appointed for that Purpofe. 


Bu T, though Mr. Churchman labouted under 
theſe Misfortunes, yet he till continued his Cor- 


reſpondence with Melinda, and in his Letters to 
her, exprefled himſelf in the moſt kind, endear- 
ing, and affectionate Manner; one of which, 
was conceived in the following Terms. 


My Dear CuilD, 


HAVE often given you Hints, of what 
lam now obliged to tell you plainly, hav- 
ing ſtifled it in my Boſom, until it burſts out 
* by Force, and much againſt my Inclinations. 

* My Dear Angel, I am no longer in a Con- 


dition of ſupporting you, ncr myſelf, in the 
Manner I have hitherto done. The Misfor- 


with, are unſurmountable. At this preſent Time, 
I ſhould not be able to ſay, whether the Bread 
I eat, or the Coat on my Back, be my own, 
or the Property of another; and though I am 
obliged by my Buſinels, to make a ſmall She 
in the World, it is uncertain how long I may 
have my Liberty to go about in it. For, to ſpeak, 
plainly to you, my Dear, and in Confidence, 


ORs wo . Th FT» 20 A TW. 


* unlels 


tunes and Loſſes that I have, and do daily meet 


fear I owe more than I ſhall be able to pay, 


4 
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* unleſs-I ſhould be enabled to ſupport and keep 
up my Credit, and to trade ſucceſsfully for ſome - 
© Years. I am ſenſible how unpleafing fuch. 
© "Diſcourſe muſt be to you, my Dear, who never 
yet knew any but imaginary Evils. I would, 
© not haye troubled you with any Recital of my 
Unhappineſs, could I poſſibly have prevented 
it. But do not imagine, my dear Soul, that 1 
© charge any of them to your Account. No, I 
© haye too great a Senſe of your Merits and De- 
© ſerts, and what gives me Trouble is, that 
© I can no-ways antwer them. It ſeems rather, 
© that Providence is ſo kind as to let us fee plainly, 
© how much we are both miſtaken in our Choice. 
© Look back to the Moment I ficſt beheld your 
© Dear Self, and pick me out if you can, which 
of thoſe Hours was a happy one; and caſt.your 
Eyes forwards, and dreſs up Futurity with all 
the pleaſing Ideas you can, it will on Examina- 
tion appear, that nothing but Miſery can be ex- 
« pected. This will put your Affection to the 
© Teſt, and give you Scope to make uſe of your 
© Reaſon and Patience. Receive this News like 
© a Woman truly noble, and great of Soul, who 
© knows how to bear up againſt the Torrent of 
* Affliction, and whoſe = ala and Paſſions. 
© are not grounded on low, ſordid, and ungene- 
< rous mercenary Motives, Can you bring your- 
« ſelf to conſider, that Health of Body and Peace 
of Mind, are the only true and ſolid Riches? 
That a {mall Portion of the Goods of Fortune, 
well managed, will be, found ſufficient for a 
Mind that can maſter itſelf ?. That the greateſt- 
Fortunes are, ſometimes, obtained at the Ex- 


{ pence of Soul and Body, and when pbjaingl? 
melt 
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melt away like Snow before the Sun, and leave 
nothing behind but Horror and Remorſe, and 
© a Remetnbrance of a Life ſpent wickedly or 
© vainly? I fay, could you be perſuaded of theſe 
Things, it would be going a great Way towards 


© Happineſs' and Eafe of Mind, which can never 


© be met with in Riches. But can T'expe& ſuch 
Reaſonings as theſe, ſhould be able to affect a 
Mind, ſo ſtrongly tainted with different Ideas? 
or that your Louth, Beauty, and want of 
Experience, could poſſibly bear ſuch Shackles 
© arid Fetters? No, it is a Thing to be wiſhed 
6 for, e OTC Per 

'©Pzxy, my Dear, Gnfider of what T fay 
© coolly, and without Prejudice or Paffion; and 
let af anc how, and in what Manner I can 
contribute to your Satisfaction. If what I 
© mentioned to you a few Days ago, will make 
you entirely eaſy, I will labour early and late 
© to obtam it, and content myſelf with Bread 
© and Water, if I cannot do better.” Indeed, 
© othcts Would think ſuch an Allo wancg gene- 
© rous and noble, from one in my Circumſtances. 
But you have been uſed to a Profuſion with- 
© out Bounds or Limits, which will be difficult 
© to wear off your Mind. If you retire to the 
© Country near the Town, or would be pleaſed 
© with decent Lodgings in another Part of the 
© Town, and leſs expenſive, you might, I think, 
„be eaſy. But T barely mention theſe Things, 
© deſiring my, Deareſt, as I faid before, to con- 
© fider it without Pain, and take thoſe Re- 
: _ you think moſt: conducive to your 

Happineß, | 
what is in my W FRE: 
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&, towards which I will contribute 
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ou woulddowelltoconlult your Friends, 

if you have any here, upon this Affair, Which. 
is of the utmoſt Conſequence to J future. 
y Felicity. | x 1 

IN forming a Judgment of what is to come, 

© it. will be well to reflect, how little T have. 
had, or can have of your Company, . which. 
© takes away all the Pleature of Life. 

Mx. Churchman. being declared a Bankrupt, 
and ſummoned before the Commiſſioners, . to, 
give a Detail of his Debts and Effects, in. the. 
Morning of his firſt Appearance before them, 
wrote to Melinda the following Letter. 

Mx Angel muſt be content with a very 
0 few Lines. This Day I am to make the firſt; 

Appearance; I could wiſh it were in the other, 
< World, if 1 were, prepared for Its... do not. 
c know: how to ſtand the Shock; nor do value 
Life, were it not for your = 

© wall make-me endeavour to ke my, 

« rits.if poſſible. I am, in.ſuch/Confuſion,that: 
© I cannot. anſwer your good Letter until next. 
Tueſday,; I hall only fay,,it is the only Thing 
which could poſſibly give me Comfort; your. 
Expreſſions: are ſo tender, and withal .fo. ho- 
nourable, that they can never be,cnough re- 
membered; pray let me haye them two- or 
three Times a-Week,, and as ſoon as. 1 can. 
compoſe my Mind, ſhall not be; wanting in. 
Return. It is inexpreſſible the Concern ] am 
now under, until 1 Kno how Matters will 
.I ſend my Squl-a ſmall Baſon, fo full 
4 Tau that {ome has. drop t g They v 
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© thoſe dear Eyes, be ing charmingly done. Ex- 
*.cuſe my Nonſenſe, being deſigned only to 
divert my Angel for a Moment or two.“ 

T ſhall introduce one more of Mr. Churc h- 
man's Letters, but whether wrote before, or 
after the preceding one, I cannot now recollect, 
both Letters being without Name or Date. 

© Tx you had thought proper to have gone 
© for a Month. or two, where you mentioned, 
it would have been prudent at this Seaſon : 
© But as you have no Intention to alter Mea- 
© ſures, there is a Neceſſity for ſpeaking plainly; 
I can no longer bear the Expence, neither can 
J, nor durſt I, in my Circumſtances, attend 
any more, where you are now. You know 
© how publick the Affair has been made, by 
* imprudent Management. What Mercy am I 
to expect from the World, when I am ſoon 
© to be accountable for all my Proceedings in a 
publick Manner, to have it proved in open 
Court, it may be before two or three hundred 
People, as well what is paſt, as what you 
« ſtill deſire, to continue at B/oomsbary. Would 
© exaſperated Perſons ſhew me any Compaſſion, 
* when they are told ſuch an Affair continues 
to the laſt Minute? Ought I to expe& any 
© Thing from them, but the moſt rigorous Re- 
« ſentment? and a Jail for my Portion as long 
© as I live? which cannot be long, for it will 

be impoſſible to ſurvive the Loſs of Credit, 
© and Eſteem of the World. I am forry you 
© have no Notion of Humanity or Compaſſion, 
© to one who ought to be conſidered in another 
Tight. I can ſay no more, than that you 
© may always depend on me, for what may be 
G 2 "0 
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my Power. You know my Intentions. are; 
© and always will be, honourable. towards you: 
As this is your Choice, you muſt take your 
Chance, and be ſatisfied with what may be 
© in my Power; I cannot work. Miracles, nor 
make Gold of flint Stones. I again tell you, 
© I will always ſerve you as far as in my Power, 
© and ſhould be glad you would take in good 
Part, what I now write, as I am far from de- 
ſiring to have Diſputes with you, which you 
© know-have been already too fatal. But ſhould 
you take it amiſs, it will be out of my Power 
to help it. When you are in Company, you 
do not allow yourſelf Time for Conſideration: 
© I wiſh theſe Truths may lead you to Reflec- 
tion, and bring you to ſome ſteady, Way of 
thinking, which I ſhall be happy to hear 
from you, and contribute to the laſt, towards 
< your Satisfaction. If you have Reſolutions 
© of any Sort in your Mind, which you think 
© will make you eaſy any Way, -now-is the 
© Time to inform me of them; and, as I have 
© ſaid a Million of Times, nothing in my Pow- 
© er ſhall be wanting. 7 | 

IHAVE given this Letter a Place here, not 
ſo much to ſhew Mr. Charchman's Concern, 
that his Intrigue with Melinda would prejudice 
him with his Creditors, if they ſhould come to 
know it; but as a Proof of his infinite Chagrin, 
that he was no longer able to ſupport her in the 
En'oyment. of all thoſe Pleaſures and Gaieties, 
whlich-he had ſo long encouraged her to indulge, 
her. Fondneſs for which, he might reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, ſhe could not preſently mortify. 
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HITHERTO the Reader has been entertained | 


with the Hiſtory and Progreſs of this extraordi- 
nary Courtſhip ;,, we muſt now change the Scene, 
and. introduce another Actor, who will give a 
ſtrange Turn to the Courſe of this Amour. 


VARRO (for that, is the Gentleman's 


Name) and Melinda, were both Natives of 
Hbernia, and Neighbour's Children, and con- 
ſequently were acquainted from their Infancy. 
Varro was of a creditable Family, and had a 
liberal Education, and when of Age, took to the 
Sea, and went ſeveral trading Voyages up the 
Mediterranean. At his Return from ſuch Voy- 

ages, he conſtantly paid his Reſpect to his old Ac- 
quaintance and Country woman Melinda. It was 
at one of theſe Viſits, in October 1747, that Mc. 
Churchman firſt ſaw him; and on enquiring who 
he was, Melinda told him he was her Brother- 
in-law, having married her half-Siſter; this ſhe 
ſaid, to take off his Suſpicion that Varro came 
there with ſome other View. 

VAR RO was, at that Time, Cleck to the 
Ship Duke, which was then bound on a trading 
Voyage to Legborn, Naples, and other Places in 
T:aly ; with which Mr. Churchman was ſo well 
pleaſed, that an Intimacy and Friendſhip. was 
commenced between them, and he entruſted him 
with two Caſks of Hard-ware, which he ſent on 
Board the faid- Ship, conſigned to Leghorn, and 
commiſſioned him to diſpoſe of the Goods, and 
to buy. ſome flowered Silks, white Sattin, and 
ws to bring them over with him, and to 


deliver them to Melinda. Beſides this Order, Varro 


received another from him before he failed, to 
buy a ſufficient Quantity of Crimſon Genoa Da- 
maſk. or Velvet, to make a Bed. Ls A R- 
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VAR RO proceeded on his Voyage, and ar- 
rived at Leghorn ; but before he had fold the two 
Caſks of Hard- ware, Advice was brought him 
from England, that Mr. Churchman was become 
a Bankrupt, with an Order to deliver up the ſaid 
Goods for the Benefit of his Creditors, which was 
done accordingly. Not long afterwards he re- 
cerved a Letter from Mr, Churchman, defiring 
him to bring three Caſks of Chianti Wine. By 
another Letter, dated in April 1747, he informed 
him, that he was diſcharged by the Conſent of all 
His Creditors; and by another Letter, dated in 
the ſame Month, he defired him to bring the 
Silks, Cc. which he had before ordered him to 
buy for his Brother, meaning Melinda, together 
with a Box of Roman Flowers. Which ſeveral 
Commiſſions and Orders, Varro punctually o- 
beyed, and on his Return, delivered. the Silks 
and Velvets, which coſt him 240, to Melinda, 
and the Wine and Flowers to Mr. Churchman 
himſelf; the Whole, with the Expences, amount- 
ing to 40. ae 
MR. Ghurchman being by his late Misfortunes, 
very much reduced in his Circumſtances, was not 
able to make that plentiful Proviſion for his Me- 
linda as he had formerly done, and promiſed to 
do; and therefore adviſed her to retire into the 
Country, and live within Compaſs, which, if 
the did, he would ſtill allow her a competent 
Maintenance; and when Farro came Home from 
his Voyage, ' intimated as much to him, per- 
ſuading him to go and lodge with her, at her 
Houſe in Sonthamprion-Buildings, He likewiſe 
deſited him to advile her to go into private Lodg- 
ings, and reduce her Expences, for he could not 
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ſupport her as he had done. He farther added, 
that if ſhe was inclined to alter her Condition, he 
freely conſented to it, and would, in that Caſe, 
pay off all her Debts, ſet her clear in the World, 
give her Money in her Pocket, and ſettle an An- 
nuity of 100 upon her, during his Life; which, 
he averred, was all the Amends be had in his 
Power to make her. r 
_ By this Time Ms. Churchman had, by ſome 
Means or other, diſcovered, that Varro was not 
Melindg's Brother- in- law, but only het Country- 
man and Acquaintance. As ſoon, as he knew 
this, he very . earneſtly preſſed Varro to marry 
her, nor _ was leſs urgent, with her to accept him 
for a Huſband ; which it ſhe complied with, he 
would give her a Bond of a 1000/ Penalty, to pay 
her an Annuity of 5ol a Year, by Quarterly Pay- 
ments. Beſides which, he would give her got 
2 Year, but would not have it drawn in Writing, 
becauſe he would be entitled her Thanks for 
It. 8 


Ex couRAORD by theſe fair and promiſing 
Speeches of Mr. Churchman, a Matriage was ac- 
cordingly ſolemnized between Varro and Melinda 
in November 1748; and on the 16th of Decem- 
ber following, a Bond. was executed by Mr. 
Churchman, ſigned by his real Name, N. T. re- 
citing, that whereas the ſaid N. 7. had, for ſome 
Years, been intimately, acquainted with Melinda, 
who, at his Requeſt, had, continued unmarried, 
to her great Diſadvantage ;. and the ſaid N. T. 
being willing, to make her {ſome Recompence and 
Compenſation. for her being:fo long unmarried, 
had agreed, and thereby bound himlelf, his Exe- 
Eutors, Sc, to pay to the ſaid Farro,, bis Exe, 


cutors, 
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cators,  &c. for the Uſe of Melinda, one Annuity, 
or yearly. Sum of 50“ during the natural Life of 
the ſaid N. T. by four equal quarterly dente. 
Tuis was ihe Purport of the Bond; but be- 
fore Mr. Churcbman fi * it, be Gelited Varro 
to write underneath ſt, this farther Clauſe or 
Condition, viz. 17 7s yh by the Toi Melinda, 
that ſhe will not marry. from the Date of this 
| Bond, until the Death of R. T. the Wife of the 
ſaid N. T. otherwiſe this Bond to be of 10 Force. 
The Meaning of which; as then underſtood by 
tue Parties, was this, vis: that Narro being 
Seafaring ian, and therefote liable to Accidents, 
Melinda Howl not, in Cafe he died; thafry-again 
with any other. Perſon until the Death of 5 
faid R. T. To which Bond there Was qnly one 
ubſcribing. Witneſs. At the fame TI Be Mr. 
burchmin made her à Preſent of 167, ind: when 
the firſt" quarterly Payment became au, he 2 
Varro 121 100 of He 1 0 Annuity: ” 
A friendly Correſpondence, continued betweeti 
all the Parties, until the Month of May ono | 
in 1749, when Varro, intending * 1 ALE 16 
Minbrca, and expecting to be abſent from En- 
gland out three Years,” had*a more than ordi- 
nary. Occafion for Money, and therefore requeſt 6 
Mr. Cburchman to pay kim the Money he ow 
him upon Account; Which Mr. Churchlnen . 
fuſed, alleds ing, that as he” had an Ti 
with, "Metin 4, and entered into a 8 curity to pay 
her col a Tear, during his Life, he ought not, 
neither would he pay Vari for the Silks, Velvet, 
Se. Which he had ordered him to paß i in Jays 


unleſs MeHFnda would deliver him up thoſe Goo is } 
Upon, which Refuſal, Vi Varro took out a Writ 
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2 him; but being unwilling to ex 
by a publick Arreſt, did not give his 
Warrant 4 an Officer, bite * acquainted Mr. 
Churchman with what he had ah that ſo he 
might either put in Bail to it, or end the Affalt 
in an amicab ble Manner. Upon which, they 
went to a Tavern together; and in their Cons 
ference, Mr: Churchman ſaid, it it was hard to 
y for the Silks after the Agreement made 
with Melinda, for whoſe Uſe they were 
bought; but at Varro owed him thirteen Gui 
neas for Oil and a Lottery Ticket, he would 
acquit him of that, ans give him fifteen Gui- 
neas more in full of all Demands on his own 
2 864 ; but defired Jarre to write his Re- 

t 3 no more than 37 185, the Price of 
G ing as 2 Reaſon, nh ie Was 800 fi 

9150 by WK that he had pa id 5 0 fon 

than t at Sum; accordingly 1 wes Receip 
in that, Man Ter, and ws Mt. Leong 15 


before pad his firſt _quarterl or ae 
Bond, Tro had no ther e 1 him 
at, iet Time. 7p 3 


AlL Matters, i in Dif: bet cer den : 
being thus ſettled and adj uſted BY - arro ti du 
on his Voyage, from A. did not tet 
until the latter End of Oftober following. M 
ber kent had. not in-his. Abſence, paid Me 
2555 more of the Annuity due upon 1 the 
. as At Chriſtmas therefore, F755 de- 
ing n arters due, amounting to 371 05. 
Harro applied to him for 5 18 But ch t hough 
4 Year before, he was. ſo ready and willing fo 
ſettle this, Annuity on Melinda, and cog 
it but a ſmall —— for the Irjury ne 


done 
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done her, in keeping her ſo long from the Com- 
forts of a conjugal Life; yet now, when he 
was called upon to make good the Articles of 
Agreement, he made uſe of various Pretences 
and Procraſtinations, to excuſe himſelf from the 
Performance. From which Conduct of his, one 
would imagine, that his Forwardneſs in making 
ſuch Settlement, proceeded either from his In- 
ability, to ſupport Melinda, in her profuſe and 
expenſive: manner of living as he had formerly 
done, or from the Uneaſineſs he met with in 
his own Family; for his Wife, it ſeems, had 
been informed of his Clandeſtine Proceedings in 
this Affair; the Knowledge of which, one may 
eaſily judge, occaſioned many Jarrs and Conten- 
5 To put a Stop to which, 
he imagined, nothing- would be more conducive, 
than, to get Melinda diſpoſed of in Marriage; 
Which baving at; laſt accompliſhed, and the 
End he propoſed by. it anſwered, he was will- 
ing to diſengage himſelf from all other Obli- 
gations be had laid himſelf under on that Ac- 
count. But whatever was the true Motive fot 
. Payment of the Annuity, no 
rguments Varro could uſe, , were ſufficient to 
prevail with him, to make good his obligatory 
ntract. After ſeveral Conteſtations, they agreed 
to have a Meeting, in the Preſence of two Friends, 
and, if poſſible, to.ſettle the Affair amicably. Ac- 
cordingly they met, when Mr. Cbhurchman of- 
feted to pay down one hundred Guineas, if the 
woald deliver up the Bond; which Varro abſo- 
lutely tefufing, Mr. Churcbman deſired the Com- 

any to take Notice, that he offered the ſaid one 
Parthed Gvineas, only as a Preſent to Wee 

renn 
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and not for the Bond. Upon which, they parted 
without coming to any Concluſion. 

V ARRO was greatly incenſed at Mr. Church- 
man's diſingenuous Proceedings, and therefore re- 
ſolved to try by Law, to compel him to an Ob- 
ſervance of a Contract he had fo voluntarily en- 
tered into. Purſuant to this Reſolution, he takes 
out a Writ againſt him, and having got a War- 
rant thereupon, gives it to an Officer. But meet- 
ing Mr. Churchman the next Day upon Change, 
tells him what he had done. Mr. Churchman, un- 
der the greateſt Concern imaginable, anſwered, 
that his Credit was at Stake, and therefore earn- 
eſtly entreated him to prevent his being arreſted. 
Accordingly, Yarro very generouſly takes the 
Warrant from the Officer, and gives it to Mr. 
Churchman, upon his Promiſe, that he would 
pet his Attorney to put in Bail above, before the 

eturn of the Writ, and was very thankful for 
the Indulgence he had ſhewn him: Yet he falſi- 
fied his Word, and did not put in Bail before the 
Return of the Writ was expired. Upon which, 
Varro ſued out another, and being very much 
provoked at his former Uſage, ſuffered the Offi- 
cer to take him into Cuſtody upon Change, and 
oblige him to give Bail immediately, The next 
Term he declared againſt him upon the ſaid 
Bond. To which the Defendant pleaded, that the 
ſame was not his Deed ; whereupon, Iſſue was 
joined, and the Cauſe tried in Michaeſmas Term, 
1749, and a Verdict was given. for the Plaintiff, 
for 10007. But before Judgment could be entered 
upon againſt the Defendant Mr. Churchman; le 
filed his Bill in Chancery; in order to obtain an 
InjunRion to ſtop Proceedings at Common Law; 
122778 H 2 which 
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which was granted by that Court. Upon which, 
Varro and his Wife, immediately filed a Croſs- 
bill in the ſame Court, to oblige Mr. Churchman 
to continue the Payment of the ſaid Annuity, or 
to ſhew Reaſons for his Refuſal ; and likewiſe an- 
ſwered his Bill againſt them. | | 
Ox E Thing more is to be obſerved in this Li- 
tigation, which ſhews, how highly Mr. Church- 
man reſented Varro's Proceedings againſt him, is, 
his exhibiting Articles of the Peace in the Court 
of King's Bench, againſt both him and his Wife, 
in the ſame Term in which a Verdict was ob- 
tained againſt him upon the Bond. In which 
ſaid Articles he inſinuated, that Varro and his 
Wife had, by threatening Letters and Speeches, 
very much terrified him, and thereby had ex- 
torted ſeveral. Sums of Money from him. But 
his it ſeems was no more than a Bugbear to fright- 
en and harraſs them; for after he had obliged 
them to giye in Bail to the Warrant he had ob- 
- tained againſt them, he proceeded no farther, and 
at length, the Court diſmiſſed the Complaint. 
Bor Mr. Churchman's Revenge is not yet ſa- 
tiated. We haye already intimated, that before 
a Commiſſion of Bankruptcy. iſſued againſt Mr, 
Churchman, Melinda had given promiſory Notes 
for ſeveral Sums of Money, which he had ſent ber 
by his Friend; which Notes, had he eſtimated as 
good and valid, for the Money borrowed upon 
them, or really expected, that they would have 
been taken up by the Perſon who gave them, he 
would certainly, one would thinß, have given 
ben in as Part of his Eſtate and Effects, to the 
Commiſſioners, as by the Oath. which he took 
on that Occafion, he was obliged to do, Vet at- 
Haid, 8 H ; after 


H 
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after his Certificate was ſigned, and he was quits 
cleared of the Commiſſion, he gave theſe very 
Notes to the Aſſignees, pretending; hat the Rea+ 
fon of his not delivering them befota,: was, _ 
ſhe was not to be found. v'iy 

Tux Aflignees having got Poſſeſſion: of the 
Notes, took out; an Action againſt Melinda, in 
the Name by which ſhe ſigned them, before ſub 
was married to Varro, = held her-to Bail. She 
might indeed, have pleaded her Coverture, but 
was ſo confident of the Gaodneſs of het Cauſe, 
that ſhe neglected that Advantage, chuſing ra- 
ther to riſque a Trial upon the Merits of the'Caſe;; 
and for that Purpoſe, pleaded the general Iſſue, 
with a Note annexed, to ſet off . Sus ot 
Money, which were due to het from the Plaid 
tiff on various Occaſians, to the Amount of 2 
The Cauſe was tried, and a Verdict given fot the 
Plaintifſs. Upon which, the Defendant brought 
her Writ of Error; but. could never, by any 
Means, bring the Plaintiffs to argue the Merits of 


it; ſo that it ſtill hangs up, as a Mark for the | 
Trial of their Skill. whenever they ſhall tink 


proper to put it in Iſſue. 
Tun, however, is very certain, that Melindg 
might have prevented theſe Law-ſuits, and that 
Mr. Churchman would not have made the leaſt 
Scruple, to pay her the abovementioned Annuity, 
if ſhe would have granted him ſome particular 
Favours, which No - body but her Hoſband had 
a Right to. For I declare, in the Face of the 
whole. World, and appeal to his own Conſcience 
for the Truth of it, that he has often told her, 
that if ſhe would: oblige him in this 


F 42G 


-wovls. ſupply her with * — 
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and would redeem her Tea-kettle, and other Pie- 
ves of Plate, which ſhe had been obliged to pledge 
for her Support; that he would pay her Rent, 
and cemove her from the Houſe where ſhe lived, 
and give her Notes for a thouſand Pounds, affit m- 
ing, he was better able to provide for, and main- 
cain her ſince his Bankruptcy, than before: But 
now great was her Aſtoniſhment, when he told 
Her, that the Condition of his being thus kind to 
Her was, that ſhe muſt down on her Knees, and 
ſwear ſhe would renounce her Huſband; that ſhe 
would never fee him, or have any Concerns with 
him ſo long as ſhe lived. | 

Lr the World judge of the Principles of this 
Man; a Man who could put on the moſt ſancti- 
fied Looks, and frame his Speech to the moſt 
pious Strains; who could recommend to her the 
reading of the Bible, and other good Books, and 
put into her Hands many ſuch, to employ her 
Thoughts, and improve her Mind. But what the 
Ends * propoſed by it were, have been already 
ſhewn. Then indeed he appeared to her an An- 
gel of Light, and fo artfully had he diſguiſed his 
natural Shape, that it was impoſſible for her to 
diſcover his Cloven Foot, until he had got her too 
far in his Clutches, to diſengage herſelf ; yet ſhe 
Kill kept ſuch a ſtrict Guard upon her Conduct, 
that, though he abſolutely refuſed to pay any 
Part of her Annuity, unleſs ſhe would ſubmit to 
his Terms. She, however, had Reſolution enough 
to refiſt all his Attempts, and would never tee 
him alone, until after Yarrs's Return from Sea. 
hx the cruel and inhuman Uſage of this Wolf, 
in Sheep's Cloathing, this painted Hypocrite, this 
truly carna} Chriſtian, ſne and her a 
617% DE 3 
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driven, to ſuffer all the Horrors of à Priſon, and 
to paſs their melancholy. Hours in a Place, where 
nothing but Poyerty and Diſtreſs, Wretchedneſs 
and Miſery, inhabit. f Surrounded with Sorrow, 
and without Hopes of Relief, ſne haiſhere 
Iiſhed her Caſe,-from a Perſuafioh,:ſheiſhall find 
more Pity and Compaſſion, fromitheCandour and 
Benevolence of the Publick, than ſlie has met 
from any one, ſo; profuſe in his Promiſes ; and 
who, for eight or nine Vears ſutceſſively, pre- 
tended ſo much Tenderneſs and Affectibn for her. 
_ Hg, has indeed, tried all poſſible Methods e 
cept, one, to ſuppreſs: this Publication q becauſe; 
he ſays, it will greatly injure his Character in the 


Eye of the World. But he ſhould at the ſame 


Time, reflect on the itrepararable Damage he has 
done Melinda; firſt, by keeping her ſo many 
Years in a State of Suſpenſe, and then, by plaghe- 


ing and harraſſing her with Law-ſuits, to her ut- 


ter and  irretrievable, Ruin. His only Way to 
revent her from publiſhing her Qaſe had been, 


y ſubmitting to a very teaſonable and moderate 


Compromiſe, which ſhe very lately offered him. 
But as this was ſcornfully rejected, if his Charac- 
ſhould ſuffer, by thus expoſing his Actions and 
Principles to the World, he may thank his own 
Avidity, and crnel Oppreſſion for it. 


He may perhaps inſinurte to his Friends, that 


this is all a forged Calumny ; and that ſhe, prompt- 
ed by Malice aud Revenge, has invented this 
Story, merely to abuſe and ſcandalize him for 
ſome pretended ill Uſage. But, not to mention 


the undeniable Vouchers ſhe has in her own. 


Hands, in Support of all the Facts here advanced g 
this is the only Method in her Power to juſtify 
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Hen: om Conduct, and to inform the World or 
her pveſent moſt unhappy, and deplorable Cbff? 
dizion, and how Geeafloned, in Hopes that fis : 
- Generous and Benevolent may be excited'toPity® 
and gelive her in this woſal Diſtreſs, by prompting. 
me Sale of ler Book, |! © mot ; 
- b& nava;in'the- Courſe of the Story, 'carfo- 3 
nl: took Notice of ſeveral Deeds, Bonds, | 
Proceedingsat Law; both in Chancery,” and th. 
eber Config but had net Room to infert them 
at Ai intend therefore, for the Sati faction 
of Mr. Ghutthman and his Friends, £6046 f 
2 pf-the Publick; to publich n to- 
-D *Sot's 4 Part, with Letters of her ou, 
acm in which, MriChurebmam may expect 
Dre, treated, than in the N; 
L J ſhall n to the Preſs with all Ex: 
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